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Abstract 

This study aims to conduct a confirmatory factor analysis on students' religious tolerance scale. The study was 

conducted in the Kudus district by involving 418 high school students in the age range of 14-17 years old who 

were randomly selected through the distribution of a Google form-based questionnaire. The data collected 

included students from various religions, including Islam, Christianity, Catholicism, and Buddhism. In preparing 

concepts and items, expert validation involved five experts: Christian religious education experts, psychological 

scale experts, language experts, guidance and counseling service experts, and Islamic spiritual education service 

experts. The test results showed a KMO MSA of 0.949 and formed five factors, each with an anti-image value of 

each component, including peacefully 0.829, bravery 0.958, respect 0.848, awareness 0.850, and cooperation 

0.837. These results indicate that this instrument is qualified to be used as a measurement scale for religious 

tolerance in students. 
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1. Introduction 

In the era of globalization and advances in information technology, the world is becoming increasingly connected 

and interconnected. In this context, communities worldwide are increasingly diverse regarding culture, religion, 

ethnicity, and social background (Sholeh, 2014; Sufanti et al., 2014a, 2014b). Amid these conditions, schools play 

an essential role as a place where the younger generation gets an education, not only in academics but also in 

understanding and appreciating the diversity of society. Tolerance is essential in creating an inclusive and 

harmonious school environment where students can learn and grow without barriers (Simon et al., 2019; Wan 

Husin et al., 2021). Education is not only about knowledge and skills but also about shaping character and 

attitudes. As a fundamental value, tolerance needs to be instilled early in education (Janmaat & Keating, 2019). 

As educational institutions, schools have a crucial role in teaching students about respecting differences and 

accepting every individual regardless of their background. Tolerance is not only about respecting religions and 

cultures but also involves respecting different views, opinions, and lifestyles (Alhadiq & Ramadhan, 2021; Azis 

et al., 2018). 

Despite its importance, building tolerance in schools is not an easy task. Several challenges may be faced, such 

as Stereotypes and Prejudices where students may have a narrow understanding of other groups based on 

stereotypes and prejudices formed from the influence of the environment outside the school, incomprehension of 

differences resulting from a lack of knowledge about diverse cultures, religions and traditions can hinder the 

development of tolerance among students and intergroup conflicts where interactions between different groups 

often lead to conflict, especially if there is no understanding and appreciation of these differences (Kartini et al., 

2019; Purwaningsih, 2015). Student tolerance in schools has an important role in shaping a young generation that 

can live harmoniously in an increasingly multicultural society. Building tolerance is not an easy task, but with the 
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right approach, schools can be an effective learning vehicle to respect and celebrate diversity. By involving all 

stakeholders in schools, including teachers, students, and parents, we can shape a more tolerant and inclusive 

future generation (Novitasari & Wardani, 2020; Sri Wahyuni & Yusuf, 2020). Tolerance is an attitude and action 

to accept differences and respect the rights of each individual regardless of differences in religion, ethnicity, race, 

gender, or social background. Tolerance is very important in students' lives at school, because schools are places 

where students from different backgrounds gather and interact with each other (Mokoena et al., 2021). At school, 

students can learn and grow together with classmates who are different in religion, ethnicity, and culture. 

Tolerance plays an important role in creating a harmonious and inclusive environment at school (Anas et al., 

2019). In situations where students have significant differences, tolerance can help reduce conflict and promote 

cooperation and understanding (Basharpoor et al., 2021). 

Tolerance in student life at school also means respecting individual rights. Every student has the right to have 

their own opinions and beliefs. Tolerance allows students to express their opinions without fear of being judged 

or intimidated by others (Thaufan & Sapriya, 2018). It creates space for students to learn and grow without fear 

or apprehension. In addition, tolerance also teaches students to appreciate differences in views and cultures. When 

students explore different cultures and beliefs, they can gain a broader understanding of the world and people 

around them (Aswidar & Saragih, 2022). This will help students become global citizens who are knowledgeable 

and open to diversity. 

Tolerance also plays an important role in reducing discriminatory and violent behavior in schools. When students 

learn to accept differences and respect individual rights, they tend to be more accepting and appreciative of each 

other (Marium et al., 2019). This creates a safer and more comfortable environment for all students at school. 

However, it is important to remember that tolerance does not mean we have to agree or like everything different 

from us (Shen et al., 2018). Tolerance involves recognizing and respecting differences, even if we do not always 

agree with them. This is an important skill that should be taught to students early on, as they will encounter 

differences in their lives later on (Gursoy et al., 2017). 

Indonesia, as a country with rich cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity, has placed religious tolerance as a 

fundamental principle in building a harmonious society (Kang et al., 2022). Religious tolerance is the ability to 

accept and respect differences in religious beliefs among individuals within one society. The importance of 

religious tolerance in Indonesia can be seen from several aspects involving social, political, economic, and cultural 

issues (Garneau & Schwadel, 2022). First, religious tolerance reflects the spirit of Indonesia's diversity enshrined 

in Pancasila, the state foundation that recognizes religious diversity and promotes unity. In this context, religious 

tolerance acts as a bridge that connects people with different religious backgrounds, thus encouraging the 

formation of an inclusive national identity. With religious tolerance, every individual feels recognized and 

respected in practicing their beliefs, so there is no room for religious discrimination or intolerance (Mao et al., 

2018). Second, religious tolerance also plays a role in maintaining social stability and avoiding inter-religious 

conflict. Indonesia has a long history of maintaining harmony between different religious communities. Religious 

tolerance is an important factor in preventing horizontal conflicts that can destroy social order. In this context, 

religious tolerance encourages interfaith dialogue, mutual understanding, and cooperation to build sustainable 

peace (Sakallı et al., 2021). 

Third, religious tolerance has a positive impact on economic development. Indonesia is a country with great 

economic potential, and religious tolerance can be an important asset to encourage investment and sustainable 

economic growth. When people have appreciation and respect for religious differences, business relationships can 

run smoothly and be mutually beneficial (Marium et al., 2019). Religious tolerance also opens opportunities for 

interfaith cooperation in the economic field, such as the development of a religion-based tourism industry. Fourth, 

religious tolerance is an important factor in maintaining Indonesia's cultural heritage (Simon et al., 2019). 

Indonesia has a rich cultural heritage that is closely related to religious diversity. Religious tolerance allows people 

to maintain their religious practices and religious traditions without fear of oppression or assimilation. In this 

context, religious tolerance acts as a link between different religious cultures, preserves local wisdom, and 

promotes cultural diversity which is an integral part of Indonesia's identity (Laborie, 2017). 
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Tolerance is an important principle in social life, especially in student life at school. Therefore, understanding 

tolerance is essential to ensure a harmonious relationship between students and their environment. One thing to 

remember is that tolerance does not mean we have to take a neutral position, but rather be able to maintain and 

appreciate differences (Maurer & Gellera, 2020). For example, when at home, everyone has something different 

in beliefs and ways of thinking. This must be respected and is the essence of tolerance itself. When it comes to 

student life at school, tolerance will be crucial in improving interactions between students of different backgrounds 

and ensuring a comfortable environment for all of them. A school that upholds the value of tolerance will tend to 

have a higher sense of unity and its students will feel safer. Therefore, students need to understand the concept of 

tolerance and implement it in their daily decisions and actions. This can be achieved through educational 

approaches in the learning process, for example by explaining the value and benefits of tolerance (Staničić & 

Šijaković, 2019). In addition, appropriate discipline should be applied when events occur that can disrupt the goal 

of creating a harmonious environment. But what when students in fact lack tolerance? Does this mean that schools 

are failing in their duties? No, it does not. This should be a challenge for schools and teachers to move forward in 

teaching social values including tolerance. Understanding tolerance that begins with understanding differences 

and appreciating them will make students' lives at school better, more comfortable, and more convenient. It lies 

in proper education and coaching of students to practice social values in their daily lives (Gellera, 2020; Justwan 

& Fisher, 2021; Lacoe & Steinberg, 2018). 

Religious tolerance in Indonesia cannot be doubted. Religious tolerance reflects the spirit of diversity, maintains 

social stability, promotes economic development, and maintains cultural heritage (Ni et al., n.d.; Suciartini, 2017). 

To achieve these goals, governments, community institutions, and individuals must commit to building and 

strengthening religious tolerance. Only with strong religious tolerance can Indonesia become a harmonious and 

advanced country in facing the challenges of religious diversity in this global era (Kartini et al., 2019; Mokoena 

et al., 2021). Tolerance is a very important attitude in student life at school. It creates a harmonious, inclusive, 

and safe environment for students to learn and grow together. Tolerance teaches students to appreciate differences, 

respect individual rights, and reduce conflict and violence in schools. Therefore, it is important to promote and 

teach tolerance to students as part of their education (Conway et al., 2021; Garneau & Schwadel, 2022). 

To get an objective picture of the condition of student tolerance in schools, it is necessary to develop an assessment 

that can reveal objective data about student tolerance in the form of students' thoughts, attitudes, and behavior. 

This scale was developed in the school context because as a wiyata mandala institution, schools must be a place 

to develop positive mindsets, attitudes, and behaviors that support the achievement of optimal educational goals. 

This article will examine the extent of validity and reliability as well as the reliability of instruments that can later 

be used as non-cognitive diagnostic assessment materials for guidance and counseling teachers in schools. 

2. Method 

Research Design 

The instrument validation step is carried out utilizing Confirmatory Factor Analysis. Confirmatory Factor 

Analysis (CFA). The main purpose of CFA is to test whether the empirical data obtained follows the previously 

proposed factor structure (Cresswell, 2014; Sugiyono, 2017). This method is often used in psychology, sociology, 

economics, and other social sciences to test theories about how variables are related within a larger concept. 

General steps in conducting Confirmatory Factor Analysis research; First, Develop a Conceptual Model: The 

researcher first develops a conceptual model that describes the relationship between the variables. The conceptual 

model of tolerance is taken from the Wibisono et al. theory, (2020). Second, create a Statistical model: Based on 

the conceptual model, researchers must formulate a statistical model that maps the relationship between variables 

in mathematical form. The variables include peaceful, bravery, awareness, respect, and cooperation. This 

statistical model will describe how the variables are expected to correlate and how factors affect the variables. 

Third, empirical data is collected from a sample relevant to the study. This sample should reflect the population 

to be studied. Fourth, testing the model with empirical data is tested using the statistical model that has been 

created. CFA involves the use of complex statistical techniques, such as analysis of covariance, to check the extent 

to which the empirical data fit the proposed model. Fifth, evaluate the model where at this stage, the researcher 

analyzes the model test results to see the extent to which the model fits the data. Some measures often used in 
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CFA are chi-square, Comparative Fit Index (CFI), Tucker-Lewis Index (TLI), and Root Mean Square Error of 

Approximation (RMSEA). CFA assists researchers in testing hypotheses about the factor structure and 

relationships between variables within an existing theoretical framework. It allows researchers to validate the 

constructs or concepts they wish to examine using empirical data and results in a deeper understanding of how 

variables are related in a given domain. 

Population and Sample 

The population of this study is high school students in Kudus Regency. The number of students in Kudus in the 

2023/2024 school year was 29,299. The sample selection was carried out by random sampling method while the 

number was calculated using Slovin's calculation. Based on the results of the calculation, the minimum sample 

size is 300 students. This study involved 418 high school students spread across high schools and vocational 

schools in Kudus Regency. Students who became respondents consisted of various religions ranging from Islam, 

Christianity, Catholicism, and Buddhism. The age range of students was 14 to 17 years old, both male and female. 

In terms of community organizations, students who became respondents came from NU, Muhmamadiyah, LDII, 

and Christian religious organizations. 

3. Result 

The religious tolerance scale is used to find out the level of religious tolerance in students. Whether it's different 

religions or just different social organizations. This is important to serve as the basis for the preparation of 

educational policies in schools in general (Utaminingsih et al., 2017), as well as guidance and counseling services 

in particular (Hadiwinarto, 2014; Kartadinata, 2011; Santoso et al., 2015; Setiadi et al., 2017; Zamroni, 2022). 

The results of the KMO Bartlett's Test are as follows: 

Table 1. Pengujian KMO and Bartlett's Test 

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. 0,949 

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity 

Approx. Chi-Square 15241,803 

df 528 

Sig. 0,000 

Based on Table.1, it is known that the KMO MSA value is 0.949>0.5 so it meets the requirements for further 

factor analysis. The significance value is 0.000 <0.05 which reinforces the fulfillment of the requirements to 

continue the next stage. After that, anti-image correlation testing is carried out in Table 2 below. 

Table 2. Anti-image Matrices 

    Peacefully Bravery Respect Awareness Cooperation 

Anti-image 

Correlation 

Peacefully .829a         

Bravery   .958a       

Respect     .848a     

Awareness       .850a   

Cooperation         .837a 

Based on Table 2, it is known that the MSA value of each component includes peacefully 0.829, bravery 0.958, 

respect 0.848, awareness 0.850, and cooperation 0.837, all of which are more than 0.5, which means they meet 

the requirements. Furthermore, factor grouping is carried out for each item through rotation component matrix 

analysis as presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Rotated Component Matrixa 
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Component 

1 2 3 4 5 

A1 0,898     

A10   0,843   

A12 0,841     

A4   0,627   

A7 0,830     

A8 0,850     

B2 0,731     

B4  0,487    

B5     0,636 

C1 0,833     

C12  0,883    

C3    0,712  

C4    0,551  

C5 0,864     

C6 0,770     

C6   0,874   

C7 0,852     

P1     0,569 

P10 0,853     

P11  0,892    

P12 0,908     

P3   0,260   

P5 0,689     

P6 0,812     

P7    0,746  

P8 0,748     

P9 0,808     

R1 0,734     

R11 0,837     

R12 0,858     

R13 0,901     

R2 0,871     

R9 0,919     

Based on Table 3, it is known that the distribution of elements and the relationship with the components or 

constituent factors. Looking at the data distribution, the items can form 5 factors following the predetermined 

indicators. 

4. Discussion 

In the current era of globalization, where differences in religion and belief are increasingly visible in society, 

students need to have a strong understanding of religious tolerance. Religious tolerance is an attitude of mutual 
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respect and acceptance of religious and belief differences between individuals or groups (Hill QC, 2020; Santoso 

et al., 2022). In the context of education, students need to understand and test religious tolerance to build a 

harmonious and inclusive society. First of all, understanding and testing religious tolerance helps students develop 

mutual respect and appreciation for differences in the context of religion and belief. Through thorough learning 

about existing religions, students can understand the values and beliefs underlying each religion. It also helps 

them see the similarities in moral values found in various religions (Nurul et al., n.d.; Tan, 2007). Thus, students 

will be able to respect different religions and beliefs and avoid discriminatory or intolerant attitudes toward others. 

Religious tolerance is one of the important aspects of the life of the nation and state. In a country with religious 

diversity like Indonesia, understanding and practicing religious tolerance is very important to build interfaith 

harmony (Novis-Deutsch, 2020; Zakiyah, 2022). Therefore, it is important to test and understand students' level 

of religious tolerance to build a sustainable and tolerant generation. This article will discuss the importance of 

testing and understanding students' religious tolerance and the resulting benefits (Khaerun Rijaal, 2021; Quinlan 

et al., 2022). Testing students' religious tolerance is essential to evaluate the extent of their understanding of 

religious tolerance. By testing, we can find out whether students have an open attitude towards religious 

differences, whether they can appreciate and respect other people's religions, and whether they have a good 

understanding of human rights related to religious freedom. In testing students' religious tolerance, various 

methods can be used such as questionnaires, observation, or group discussions (Prasetyo, 2013; Tolerance et al., 

n.d.). The test results can provide an overview of the student's level of religious tolerance and become the basis 

for the next steps in improving their understanding. 

In addition, understanding and testing religious tolerance also helps students to develop effective communication 

skills. In the process of understanding and testing religious tolerance, students will learn to listen with empathy 

and respect the views of others. They will learn to communicate well, respect differences of opinion, and maintain 

a constructive dialog (Wahyuni et al., 2021; Zamroni et al., 2020). These communication skills are very important 

in building good relationships with fellow humans, especially in a context full of differences in religion and belief.  

In a study conducted by Coffelt & Smith (2020) on high school students in Indonesia, it was found that students 

who understood and tested religious tolerance had a more inclusive attitude and were better able to communicate 

well in the context of religion and belief. They are also better able to build harmonious relationships with fellow 

students of different religions and beliefs. 

Testing and understanding students' religious tolerance has significant benefits. First, it can help create an 

inclusive and harmonious school environment where students feel safe and comfortable practicing their religion. 

Secondly, it can also help prevent interfaith conflicts or disagreements, as students can understand and respect 

religious differences. Thirdly, it can help build a more tolerant generation that can coexist peacefully in a 

religiously diverse society. Finally, it can also help shape students' personalities who are more thoughtful, 

empathetic, and able to think critically in addressing religious differences. In addition to testing, it is also important 

for students to understand about religious tolerance. Understanding religious tolerance involves understanding the 

basic values of religion, such as mutual respect, understanding, and appreciation. Students need to understand that 

religion is an important part of individual identity and have the right to practice their own beliefs (Aswidar & 

Saragih, 2022; Sari et al., 2014; Sufanti et al., 2014b; Thaufan & Sapriya, 2018). Understanding religious tolerance 

also means understanding the importance of avoiding discrimination and intolerance based on religion. In the 

process of understanding religious tolerance, students need to be invited to dialogue and interact with friends from 

different religions to broaden their horizons and understanding of other religions. 

5. Conclusion 

This scale validation is used to test the instrument in helping to understand the ability of students' tolerance 

attitudes. Understanding students' religious tolerance is essential in building a tolerant and harmonious generation. 

By testing, we can evaluate students' level of religious tolerance, while by understanding, students can gain a 

deeper understanding of the importance of religious tolerance. Thus, schools and educators must give sufficient 

attention to testing and understanding students' religious tolerance to create a peaceful and harmonious religious 

society. Understanding and testing religious tolerance is essential for students facing an increasingly pluralistic 

world. It helps them develop mutual respect and appreciation of differences, effective communication skills, and 
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inclusive and cooperative attitudes. Therefore, education that promotes understanding and testing religious 

tolerance should be a priority in our education system. By doing so, we can build a harmonious, inclusive, and 

respectful society of different religions and beliefs. 
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