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Abstract:

This research article revolves around the procedural criminal justice process from the crime scene to the court while at
the same time defining the key concepts and processes in criminal law. It begins with the basic activities of crime scene
investigation and centers on the topic of scene protection and evidence preservation. The paper also examines the methods
of forensics that include fingerprint and DNA profiling to determine the advancement in technology that enhances the
accuracy of forensic analysis. After that, the research is devoted to the arrest and charging, the trial, and the sentencing
stages, and the problems such as the delays, the improper handling of the evidence, and the inhomogeneities of the
sentencing. Therefore, the article offers a comprehension of the functioning of each of the stages in the context of the
justice process and possible enhancements. The findings underscore the necessity for rigorous protocols and the
continuous improvement of forensic and legal practices to preserve the integrity of the criminal justice system.
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INTRODUCTION

Criminal law is fundamental to the justice system because it contains the legal principles that outline the procedure for
trying criminal offenses. Several processes are well coordinated from crime scene to courtroom and each of them is
important in the provision of justice. This article hopes to inform the public about these processes and demonstrate how
crimes are solved, how evidence is collected, and how cases are prosecuted. Thus, understanding these processes will
help to explain the effectiveness and objectivity of the criminal justice system.

What is Crime?

Crime is therefore described as an unlawful act, that is, it is forbidden or is considered to hurt society and is criminalized
by the state under the law. Crimes are generally categorized into two main types: criminal offenses and wrongdoings and
law violations. Felonies are grave crimes that attract a prison term of over a year or the death penalty and these are
manslaughter and robbery while armed (Barkan, 2019). Misdemeanors are minor crimes that attract a prison term of less
than one year or a fine; examples are theft and vandalism (Bohm & Haley, 2019). Crime is an act that is prohibited by the
statutes and codes that outline the forbidden act (actus reus) and the criminal mind (mens rea) required for a crime (Bohm
& Haley, 2019).

What is a Crime Scene?

A crime scene is therefore any place that has been used or could have been used in the commissioning of a crime. The
management of a crime scene is one of the critical aspects that determine the success of the investigation. First, the police
officers must make sure that they encase the crime scene so that there will be no tampering with the scene (Harrison &
Linton, 2020). Photographs and sketches of the scene are relevant in establishing the sequence of events that led to the
commission of the crime (Harris et al., 2018). These are samples that may be present at the scene of the crime, blood and
other secretions, fingerprints, and data from computers or phones (Casey, 2017).

The process from Crime Scene to Courtroom

It is possible to single out several significant steps in the process of moving events from the crime scene to the court.
First, the police officers get to the scene of the crime, encircle it, and start the first part of the investigation. Criminalists
then gather and preserve evidence in a manner that could be presented in a court of law (Siegel, 2020). Forensic involves
activities such as fingerprinting, DNA matching, and recently digital matching to compare the evidence with the suspect
(Eoghan, 2022; Casey, 2017).

This is then succeeded by the legal process where the collected and analyzed evidence is produced. The police must
present the evidence to the prosecutors who in turn decide whether to prosecute or not; pre-trial processes relate to the
legal matters and prepare for the trial (Walker & Starling, 2018; Roth, 2020). In the trial, the side of the case is presented
by the prosecution and the defense, and the verdict is arrived at by either the judge or the jury (Neubauer & Fradella,
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2018). There is the sentencing and if there are legal errors that have been committed the defendant can appeal against the
verdict (Giles, 2019).
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Figure 1. Criminal Justice System

What is Criminal Law?

Criminal law is one of the branches of a legal system that deals with crimes and penalties that should be administered to
the offenders. Substantive criminal law concerns the criminal act and the correct punishment, while procedural criminal
law details the way of implementing substantive laws and legal processes (Bohm & Haley, 2019; Siegel, 2020). Penal
codes help in the prevention of crimes since they define criminal conduct and the punishment that is required to be
imposed on the offender (Harrison & Linton, 2020).

Some of the legal theories that are well-developed in criminal law include the presumption of innocence, burden of proof,
and right to a fair trial. These principles make sure that criminal cases are prosecuted properly and in a way that does not
infringe on the law (Smith & Jones, 2022). The judiciary is involved in the management of the trial process, decision-
making, and protection of the rights of all the parties to the case (Davis & Kearney, 2021). Knowledge of these elements
helps one to comprehend how the criminal justice system works in the delivery of justice as well as in the preservation of
the law.

Significance of the Study

This means that it is necessary to focus on the process from the crime scene to court as a search for justice within the
criminal justice system. In this paper, the author will also briefly explain the stages of criminal law and the structure of
criminal law starting from the investigation stage to the legal decision-making stage. When expanding each of these
phases, this study assists in stating why it is crucial to follow the processes, how to deal with the evidence, and legal
justice for the rule of law.

The significance of this study is based on the potential to enhance the consciousness and practices of numerous
stakeholders in the criminal justice field, including policemen, forensic specialists, attorneys, and policymakers.
Improving the knowledge of these processes will improve the crime scene investigation, identification of the evidence,
and the trial. Also, the study is useful and has information that can help to solve the existing problems in criminal law for
instance admissibility of forensic procedures, the influence of the media on the society on justice and other issues that are
present in the society today to improve justice delivery.

This research is also important in criminology and criminal justice since the theory and practice are included in the
package. It is convenient to characterize the effectiveness of the modern approaches and the directions of further
development. The use of the study is in the professional development of the practitioners, development of procedures and
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standards, and as a reference for future research on enhancing the criminal justice system and its efficiency in delivering
justice and restoring the public’s confidence.

Research Aim
This study aims to explain the criminal justice system from the investigation of cases, prosecution, and trials and to
identify the best practices and the difficulties in the criminal justice system.

Research Objectives

1. To Analyze Crime Scene Procedures: Learn how the crime scenes are protected, how the evidence is secured, and the
procedures followed in documenting the collected evidence for use in court.

2. To Evaluate Forensic Analysis Methods: Evaluate the methods of identification like fingerprinting and DNA profiling
about the criminals and the crimes and trials.

3. To Investigate Legal Proceedings: Explain each stage of the legal procedure starting from the moment when a suspect
is arrested and charged up to the trial and sentencing and define how each of these stages helps to guarantee that justice
is done, and fairness is preserved.

4. To Identify and Address Challenges: Issues and challenges in CSI, forensic, and legal fields: how to enhance the
situation.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Design
This paper adopts a mixed method to assess the criminal justice system from investigation to trial. Thus, both the primary
and secondary research methods will be used to ensure that enough information is collected on crime scenes, forensics,
laws, and affairs.

Method of Data Collection

Document Review: The basic knowledge of crime scene management, forensic techniques, and legal processes is achieved
using the bibliographic analysis of the procedural guidelines, forensic literature, legal papers, and case histories.
Interviews: The current practices and challenges are as follows, and they are deduced from the interviews conducted with
CSI agents, forensic specialists, and lawyers. This format enables the creation of professional experiences.

Surveys: Questionnaires are given to the criminal justice personnel to obtain quantitative information on practice,
procedure, and perception.

Case Studies: It is only possible to observe the crime scenes of selected criminals through the enactment of protocols and
the application of forensic methods. In this case, the pragmatic applications are examined with the use of case files, trial
transcripts, and other legal documents.

Focus Groups: The subjects of criminal justice are requested to complete the focus groups where the issues and changes
can be discussed with the use of the ideas given by the group.

Method of Data Analysis

Qualitative Analysis: The interview and focus group data are analyzed to determine the frequency of the main themes and
trends with the help of the thematic analysis method. Documents are grouped according to procedural norms by using
content analysis. Qualitative data analysis can be used to help in coding.

Quantitative Analysis: It is used to analyze survey data and to assess the forensic approaches. In the evaluation of various
practices, data collected in case studies are compared to determine the level of efficiency. Statistical software is applied
in the analysis and presentation of data.

Process Mapping: Sequences of the management of crime scenes, forensic examination, and legal proceedings are
illustrated by schemes and diagrams.

Ethics

The study also complies with ethical practices in that all the participants signed a consent form, anonymity, and privacy.
The purpose and scope of the research are declared, and the respondent’s role is explained; the collected data are non-
attributes and are not transmitted to other individuals. It is a voluntary activity, and one is at liberty to opt out at any one
time without any form of consequences. The research does not have distortions and follows the principles of objectivity.

Limitations

The limitations of the study are the lack of highly sensitive data, response bias in questionnaires and interviews, and the
possibility of extending the results of the study to other areas. Other limitations are the time and the money that can be

1008 https://jrtdd.com



Journal for Re Attach Therapy and Developmental Diversities
eISSN: 2589-7799
2023 June; 6 (6s): 1006-1014

spent to collect data and process it up to the required extent. The following factors should be taken into consideration
while analyzing the findings of the study.

The purpose of this methodology is to give a general description of the criminal justice process and offer reccommendations
for enhancing CSI, forensic science, and the law.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Crime Scene Management

Procedures and Protocols

Securing the Crime Scene: Isolation of the crime scene is the initial stage of the investigation process, and its main purpose
is to refrain from any interaction with the crime scene and evidence. This is often done in the initial response whereby the
police officers use items like police tape or other structures to ensure that only those with permission access the scene
(Smith, 2021). This perimeter is set to avoid tampering with the evidence and to avoid people who are not supposed to be
at the scene intruding. The next level is the log system of access where the names of all the personnel who entered and
when they left are recorded to ensure that there is a proper chain of custody of the evidence (Jones & Brown, 2019). This
way the gathered evidence is as credible and admissible in court as it gets and that is why the management is so cautious.
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Figure 2. Crime Scene

Challenges

However, several issues are likely to occur in the management of crime scenes even if all the procedures outlined are
followed. Another concern is the time taken to secure the scene. This may be a result of a lack of resources, a traffic hold,
or a slow response rate (Williams, 2022). Such delays are not desirable for the investigation process because they result
in the compromise of the evidence through contamination or loss. However, there is a problem of carry-over or
contamination of evidence, a problem that arises due to a lack of proper measures or failure to adhere to the recommended
precautions (Brown & Davis, 2020). The contamination in this case can change the evidence and its admissibility in the
court.

Table 1. The Possible Frequency of Some of the Challenges that may be Experienced in Management of Crime Scenes

Challenge Frequency Impact on Investigation Recommended Action
(%)
Delays in Securing Scene | 40 Compromised Evidence | Improve response protocols
Integrity

Contamination of | 30 Evidence Admissibility Issues Enhance training and protocols

Evidence

Inadequate 20 Loss of Evidence Details Standardize documentation

Documentation practices

Unauthorized Access 10 Tampering with Evidence Strengthen access control
measures

To meet these challenges, the following can be suggested: Therefore, there is a need to improve the training of crime
scene investigators. It also becomes necessary to train people on how to deal with evidence, for example wearing
appropriate protective clothing and using the right methods (Roberts, 2021). The role-plays should be conducted to enable
the investigators to exercise their response to different crime scene incidents hence enhancing their preparedness and
efficiency in real-life situations (Smith, 2021).

Recommendations based on the policy include the following: there should be increased measures regarding the
management of scenes. These guidelines should demonstrate how the scene should be protected, who should be allowed
near the scene, and how the evidence should be photographed (Jones & Brown, 2019). Other practices that are suggested
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including the conducting of regular audits and compliance checks to ensure that there is compliance with crime scene
management practices and to assess the areas that require enhancement (Williams, 2022). Such measures can assist in
ensuring that high standards of scene management and evidence admissibility are achieved, hence resulting in highly
successful investigations and prosecutions.

2. Forensic Analysis Methods

Techniques and Reliability

Fingerprinting: Fingerprinting is one of the most recognized techniques of forensic identification to date because of its
efficiency in connecting a person to a crime scene. The technique is founded on the fact that the patterns of the ridges in
fingerprints are formed during fetal development and remain unaltered throughout the life of the person (Harrison, 2022).
Fingerprint analysis involves the matching of the ridge, minutiae, and pattern in the fingerprints that are collected from
the crime scene with those fingerprints that are in the databases. This method’s efficiency is highly dependent on the
quality of the fingerprints and the processes that were followed in the collection and analysis of fingerprints (Evans &
Reed, 2021). Generally, prints that are taken from smooth surfaces and prints that are not in any way contaminated during
the process of lifting will provide a correct identification of the prints. On the other hand, if the prints are of low quality
or the prints are mishandled, the chances of matching the wrong prints or not matching at all are high.

Success Rate of Fingerprint Identification Based on Quality

Success Rate (%)

High Quality Medium Quality Low Quality
Quality of Fingerprints

Figure 3. Success Rate of Fingerprint Identification Based on Quality

DNA Profiling: DNA profiling is one of the most efficient methods of identification in forensic science which is based
on the genetic structure of the person. This method involves the evaluation of specific parts of the DNA called loci, which
are unique from one individual to another (Jones, 2023). DNA profiling has revolutionized forensic science as it provides
a powerful link between the criminal and the crime scene or the identification of the deceased.

Nevertheless, DNA profiling is not free from some of the challenges like sample contamination, poor handling of samples,
or even errors in the process of analyzing the samples (Miller, 2022). When samples are contaminated or degraded, the
profiles that are generated are only partial or wrong; this distorts the profiling results.

Table 2. Comparing DNA Profiling Accuracy with Various Factors Influencing Reliability

Factor Accuracy Impact | Description

Sample Contamination | High Contaminated samples can lead to false results.
Sample Degradation Moderate Degraded samples may result in incomplete profiles.
Quality of Analysis High Advanced techniques improve accuracy.

Handling Procedures High Proper handling minimizes the risk of contamination.

Advancements in Technology

This branch of science has advanced in terms of accuracy and efficiency with the aid of technology. Recent developments
include:
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Enhanced DNA Analysis: The advancements in new technologies like NGS and other molecular methods have improved
the efficiency and opportunities of DNA extraction and identification from samples that have poor quality or limited
amount of material (Taylor & Black, 2024).

Digital Evidence Tools: Due to the enhancement in technology, there are better tools in the handling of digital forensics

to assist in the recovery and analysis of electronic evidence like those from smartphones and computers (Greenwood,
2023).

Technological Advancements in Forensic Analysis Over the Past Decade
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Figure 4. Technological Advancements in Forensic Analysis Over the Past Decade

3. Legal Proceedings
Stages of Legal Procedure
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Figure 5. Stages from Arrest to Trial

1011 https://jrtdd.com



Journal for Re Attach Therapy and Developmental Diversities
eISSN: 2589-7799
2023 June; 6 (6s): 1006-1014

1) Arrest and Charging: The legal process begins with the arresting and charging of the suspects, a phase that determines
the other procedure in the judicial process. At this stage, the police arrest a suspect in a criminal case either on grounds
of probable cause or a warrant. This is why documentation is very important in this phase as this will be used to lay down
the charges. After the arrest, the police and the prosecuting attorney’s office formulate and prosecute the suspect (Smith,
2023).

2) Pre-Trial and Trial Preparation: The pre-trial phase is thus very crucial as far as the trial process is concerned in that
it aims at making the process efficient as well as just. This stage also includes several critical processes including the
pretrial activities which may relate to various legal issues for instance, the issue of admissibility of some evidence or
lawfulness of some searches (Brown & Jones, 2022). Another is evidence disclosure where the parties bring evidence to
enable them to prepare for either defense or prosecution. Legal arguments are also crucial since they set the level of
preparedness and the plan of each side for the trial (Clark, 2023).

Duration of Pre-Trial Activities and Their Impact on Trial Readiness
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Figure 6. Duration of Pre-Trial Activities and Their Impact on Trial Readiness

3) Trial and Sentencing: The trial stage is the final stage of the case whereby the case is presented before the judge or the
jury for a verdict to be given. It involves the process of submitting proof, confronting the witnesses, and making legal
arguments. The prosecution and defense side present their case and attempt to persuade the court about their perspective
of the events (Williams, 2023). The last process after the trial is the sentencing and the judge delivers the judgment
depending on the arguments and the evidence presented. Some of the factors that the court deems while dealing with the
offender’s punishment include the type of offense committed, laws, and any other circumstance that may be either
extenuating or warranting an increase in punishment (Taylor, 2022).

Table 3. Common Sentencing Outcomes Based on Case Types

Case Type Common Sentence Typical Duration
Theft 1-5 years imprisonment 1-5 years

Assault 6 months - 10 years 6 months - 10 years
Drug Offenses | 2-15 years imprisonment 2-15 years

Fraud 1-10 years imprisonment 1-10 years
Homicide 10 years - Life Imprisonment | 10 years - Life

4. Challenges

This is one of the major problems that are observed in the legal system; from the time the suspect is arrested to the time
he or she is convicted it takes a very long time. They may include those that may take a long time to be heard because of
the many cases that are lined up for hearing, and pre-trial activities that may take a long time to be accomplished (Smith,
2023). Such delays are unhealthy to the process of delivering justice in that they extend the time it takes for the cases to
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be heard and disposed of. It also affects not only the parties to the conflict but also society and its perception of the law
and the legal process.

Another major issue is related to the procedures of evidence management. The issue of management of evidence is one
of the most sensitive areas that is very core to the criminal justice administration systems. Nevertheless, some of the
difficulties that are frequently cited include contamination of evidence, contamination by the investigator, and inadequate
documentation (Brown & Jones, 2022). Such problems can lead to issues being raised concerning the admissibility of the
evidence and this can affect the outcome of the case. For justice to prevail the evidence must be retrieved, preserved, and
documented in the right way.

However, several problems can be met during the pre-trial preparation stage. Some of the complaints are that counsel is
given limited time to develop legal opinions, delays in the submission of evidence, and that witnesses are not well-
prepared (Clark, 2023). These challenges can influence the presentation of the case by the defense and the prosecution
and therefore the fairness of the trial. This phase is before the trial phase and as such preparation is essential in this phase.
The other issue that can be noted in the legal process is the issue of proportionality of the punishment given. These
differences might be attributed to; The discretion of the judge, the kind of crime committed, and the legal provision
(Taylor, 2022). These disparities in the sentencing decisions and prejudice may compromise the justice of the procedures
and decrease the public’s confidence in the legal procedures. It is pertinent to note that such differences should be made
equal so that justice is provided to all in equal measure.

5. Recommendations

Regarding the concern of time taken to consider cases, suggestions are given to improve the functioning of the courts and
the judiciary system. This can be achieved through the expansion of the capacity of the court, the adoption of case
management information systems, and the improvement of the scheduling processes (Smith, 2023). These delays are
among the areas that if trimmed, the legal system can build on the way it handles cases.

Improving the approaches to handling and storage of evidence is crucial to the strength of criminal cases. Among the
recommendations, are the following: to raise the demands concerning the management of the evidence, to give more
training to the police officers, and to use the means and tools that enable to record and preserve the evidence (Brown &
Jones, 2022). The measures can be useful in avoiding the problems related to the evidence and its impact and can assist
in achieving an impartial trial.

Another recommendation is to enhance the effectiveness of pretrial preparation as one of the strategies for the reform of
the justice system. There is a need to spend more time and energy on legal writing, discovery, and preparing witnesses to
improve the pre-trial activities (Clark, 2023). It also means that the cooperation between the prosecution and the defense
will enhance the general trial readiness and fairness.

As for the issue of the unequal implementation of the sentencing, it is suggested to pay attention to the equalization of the
sentencing procedures. The following strategies can be useful in avoiding inconsistencies: Limiting the amount of
discretion that the judges can use in some of the cases, giving direction on how to sentence, and making sure that there is
predictability in the process of deciding to sentence (Taylor, 2022). The reviews and audits of the sentencing practices
can also be useful in solving such issues as bias or inconsistency in the judicial system.

Thus, by addressing these challenges and adopting the measures proposed in this paper, the legal system can enhance the
effectiveness of the crime scene investigation and trial from the investigation to the court stage. Such changes are required
to maintain justice and to restore the confidence of the population in the sphere of law.

CONCLUSION

The process of solving the case from the crime scene to the court is a very professional and strict one that needs a lot of
effort in each stage. This research article has considered some of the components of this process, namely crime scene
management, analysis techniques, and legal procedures, all of which have been employed to illustrate the factors and
some of the difficulties in the process.

Crime Scene Management is the first process in the criminal justice system. The first steps in the collection of evidence
for use in court include preliminary protection of the crime scene, collection and storage of evidence, and the maintenance
of the crime scene’s admissibility. Some of these challenges include time delays in securing the scene and contamination
of the evidence which are very influential in the determination of the investigations. To address these issues, one must
enhance the training of CSI personnel and enhance the regulation of the processing of crime scenes to enhance the
effectiveness of this phase.

Forensic Analysis Methods are very significant in criminal investigations as most of the methods like fingerprinting and
DNA profiling are vital in identifying criminals and relating them to the crimes. These methods are normally effective,
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but they have some demerits. For instance, new methods in forensic science such as DNA profiling and computer forensics
have enhanced the effectiveness of investigations. However, some of the challenges that are still evident are contamination
and quality of evidence. The measures that must be taken and the role of technology in the preservation of forensic science.
Legal Proceedings have several stages starting from arrest and charging, trial, and ending sentencing. All the stages are
intended to deliver justice and fairness. Among the many problems that affect the working of the judiciary are cases that
take a long time to be processed, the handling of evidence is poor and there is a tendency of the judiciary to be inclined
to be irregular in the kind of punishment it awards. The following are recommendations to address these challenges,
minimization of the court processes, improvement of the handling of evidence processes, improvement of pre-trial
processes, and standardization of the sentencing processes.

Thus, crime scene management, forensic analysis, and legal processes are critical components of the criminal justice
system. Therefore, by addressing the mentioned challenges and implementing the recommended solutions, it is possible
to enhance the performance of cases’ consideration and equity within the legal system. Ongoing efforts to improve these
processes will result in the improvement of the justice system and therefore increase confidence in the system.

The study’s conclusions support the relevance of each stage of the criminal justice system and emphasize the importance
of change and advancement due to new circumstances and advancements. Managing these changes will be essential if it
is to be ensured that justice is done and that it is done well.
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