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ABSTRACT

Globalization has fundamentally transformed national security paradigms by intensifying cross-border interdependence,
accelerating technological diffusion, and reshaping the nature of security threats. Traditional state-centric security
frameworks are increasingly inadequate in addressing non-traditional and hybrid threats such as cyber warfare,
transnational terrorism, disinformation campaigns, and technology driven vulnerabilities. This review paper
systematically examines existing literature on the relationship between globalization and national security, with
particular emphasis on emerging security threats, technological advancements, strategic alliances, and policy
effectiveness, contextualized within the Indian security environment. Through a structured review of theoretical,
empirical, and policy-oriented studies published between 1998 and 2025, the paper synthesizes key findings, identifies
dominant trends, and highlights critical research gaps. The review reveals that globalization acts as a double-edged
phenomenon enhancing international cooperation and technological capacity while simultaneously amplifying security
vulnerabilities and institutional challenges. The paper concludes by emphasizing the need for integrated, technology-
driven, and collaborative security frameworks and calls for empirically grounded, multidisciplinary research to inform
adaptive national security policies in a globalized world.
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1. Introduction

The contemporary security environment is increasingly shaped by globalization, which has transformed the political,
economic, technological, and social dimensions of national security [1]. The rapid movement of information, capital,
technology, and people across borders has enhanced global connectivity while simultaneously creating complex security
challenges that transcend traditional geopolitical boundaries [2]. As a result, national security is no longer confined to
territorial defense but encompasses cyber security, economic stability, technological sovereignty, and information
integrity [3].

For India, a rising global power with significant strategic and geopolitical responsibilities, globalization presents both
opportunities and risks. While international cooperation and technological integration have strengthened defense
capabilities and diplomatic influence, globalization has also exposed India to cyber threats, transnational terrorism,
organized crime, and information warfare. Indian national security agencies are therefore required to continuously adapt
policies, institutional structures, and technological capabilities to remain effective in this evolving environment [4].
Although a substantial body of literature examines globalization and security at a global level, systematic reviews
focusing on India’s national security ecosystem remain limited [5]. This review paper aims to bridge this gap by
synthesizing existing scholarship on globalization’s impact on national security, with particular attention to emerging
threats, technological transformation, strategic alliances, and policy effectiveness.

2. Literature Review

2.1. Globalization and the Evolution of National Security

Early security studies conceptualized national security primarily in military and territorial terms [6]. However, the post
Cold War era witnessed a paradigm shift, with scholars such as Buzan, Waver, and de Wilde emphasizing a broadened
security framework encompassing political, economic, societal, and technological dimensions [7-8]. Globalization has
accelerated this shift by weakening the exclusivity of state control over security processes and enabling non-state actors
to influence security outcomes.

Held et al. argue that globalization reshapes sovereignty by embedding states within dense networks of global
interdependence. This interdependence enhances cooperation but simultaneously constrains unilateral policy action [9].
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In the Indian context, globalization has expanded diplomatic engagement and defense cooperation, yet it has also
increased exposure to external shocks and transnational threats.

The literature consistently recognizes globalization as a structural force that necessitates adaptive and multidimensional
security strategies rather than purely military responses.

2.2. Globalization and Emerging Security Threats

A dominant theme in the literature is the emergence of non-traditional and hybrid security threats facilitated by
globalization. Scholars highlight that global communication networks, financial systems, and transportation
infrastructures are frequently exploited by terrorist organizations, cybercriminals, and hostile state and non-state actors
[10].

Cyber security studies identify globalization as a key driver of cyber threats, including cyber espionage, infrastructure
sabotage, ransomware attacks, and information manipulation. Clarke and Knake argue that increased digital
interdependence amplifies systemic vulnerabilities, making states more susceptible to cyber disruptions. Indian scholars
similarly note the growing frequency of cyber-attacks targeting government institutions, defense systems, and critical
infrastructure.

Transnational terrorism literature emphasizes how globalization enables extremist networks to recruit, finance, and
coordinate operations across borders [11]. Disinformation and information warfare, amplified by global social media
platforms, have emerged as significant threats to internal stability and democratic processes [12]. The reviewed studies
collectively suggest a strong linkage between globalization and the intensification of complex security threats.

2.3. Technological Globalization and National Security Capabilities

Technological globalization has emerged as both a strategic enabler and a source of vulnerability for national security
agencies [13]. Advances in artificial intelligence, satellite surveillance, big data analytics, unmanned systems, and cyber
intelligence have significantly enhanced surveillance, threat detection, and operational efficiency [14].

Singer and Brooking emphasize that modern warfare and security operations are increasingly technology-driven, with
digital superiority becoming as critical as military strength. In India, global technology collaboration has facilitated
advancements in defense research, cyber capabilities, and intelligence systems [15-16]. Reports from DRDO and other
institutions indicate improved operational readiness resulting from technological integration.

However, the literature also highlights concerns related to technological dependence, cyber vulnerabilities, and uneven
institutional capacity. Libicki cautions that excessive reliance on digital systems increases exposure to cyber sabotage
and systemic failures. Thus, technology is widely viewed as a mediating factor that shapes how globalization influences
security effectiveness.

2.4. Strategic Alliances and International Cooperation

Globalization has expanded the scope and importance of strategic alliances in national security [17]. Scholars argue that
interdependence encourages cooperative security arrangements, intelligence sharing, joint training, and defense
technology collaboration [18]. Nye’s concept of complex interdependence explains how alliances enhance collective
security while reshaping power dynamics.

India’s participation in multilateral and minilateral frameworks such as QUAD, BRICS, SCO, and bilateral defense
agreements reflects globalization-driven strategic alignment. Studies indicate that such alliances enhance deterrence
capacity, access to advanced technologies, and diplomatic leverage [19].

Nevertheless, the literature also warns of potential constraints on strategic autonomy and policy flexibility. Balancing
alliance commitments with national interests remains a key challenge, particularly for emerging powers like India.

2.5. Policy Effectiveness and Institutional Adaptation

Policy effectiveness in a globalized security environment depends on institutional adaptability, coordination, and
technological integration. Several studies highlight that traditional bureaucratic structures often struggle to respond
effectively to rapidly evolving global threats. Institutional fragmentation and inter-agency coordination gaps are
frequently cited challenges in Indian security governance [19].

Policy analyses by Indian think tanks emphasize the need for integrated security frameworks, improved cyber resilience,
and enhanced coordination among intelligence, defense, and civilian agencies. Empirical studies increasingly employ
quantitative and mixed-method approaches to assess policy outcomes, though India-specific empirical modeling remains
limited [20-21].

The reviewed literature underscores the importance of adaptive, technology-driven, and collaborative policy frameworks
to enhance national security effectiveness under globalization.

3. Synthesis of Literature, Research Gaps and Comparative Studies
The reviewed studies collectively establish that globalization significantly reshapes national security through emerging
threats, technological transformation, and strategic alliances. However, several gaps persist. First, much of the literature
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remains conceptual or descriptive, with limited empirical validation. Second, few studies integrate globalization,
technology, alliances, and policy effectiveness within a single analytical framework. Third, India-focused review studies
synthesizing these dimensions remain scarce.

These gaps highlight the need for integrated, empirically grounded research that captures the multidimensional impact
of globalization on national security policy effectiveness.

The reviewed literature establishes that globalization profoundly influences national security through emerging threats,
technological transformation, and strategic alliances. While global and India-focused studies acknowledge these
dynamics, several gaps persist. First, most studies adopt either conceptual or descriptive approaches, with limited
empirical modeling of interrelationships. Second, few studies integrate globalization, technology, alliances, and policy
effectiveness within a single analytical framework. Third, India-specific empirical studies employing advanced
statistical techniques such as SEM remain scarce.

The present study addresses these gaps by developing and empirically validating an integrated model that examines how
globalization-driven forces collectively shape India’s national security policy effectiveness, thereby contributing both
theoretical and policy-relevant insights.

Table 3.1: Review of Key Studies on Globalization and National Security

Country Research Gap
Author(s) & Year / Context | Focus Area Methodology | Key Findings Identified
Security is multidimensional in | Lack of empirical
Buzan et al. (1998) Global Security theory Conceptual a globalized world validation
Globalization Global flows reshape state | Limited security
Held et al. (2010) Global dynamics Theoretical sovereignty agency focus
Arquilla & Ronfeldt Terrorism and cyber threats | India-specific
(2014) Global Networked threats Case studies exploit globalization analysis absent
Power & Globalization fosters | Policy-level
Nye (2017) Global interdependence Analytical cooperation and vulnerability measurement lacking
Institutional
Singer & Brooking Technology reshapes military | readiness
(2018) Global Al & warfare Descriptive strategy underexplored
Clarke & Knake Cyber threats rise with digital | Emerging economy
(2019) Global Cybersecurity Empirical globalization focus limited
Alliances enhance security | Quantitative impact
Pant & Rej (2019) India Strategic alliances Qualitative capacity unmeasured
Globalization intensifies hybrid | Agency-level
Kapur (2019) India Internal security Analytical threats response unexplored
Digital  platforms  enable | Policy effectiveness
Joshi (2020) India Cyber & terrorism Case analysis | extremist networks not tested
Cyber dependence increases | Empirical validation
Libicki (2020) Global Cyber warfare Conceptual vulnerability limited
Security Inter-agency
Basu (2021) India governance Review Institutional reforms ongoing coordination gap
Strong link between | Security agency
Kshetri (2021) Global Cybercrime Statistical globalization and cybercrime focus missing
Policy Need for adaptive security | Quantitative
IDSA (2022) India Policy assessment analysis frameworks modeling absent
Disinformation =~ as  major | Empirical testing
Saran (2022) India Information warfare | Qualitative globalized threat required

4. Conclusion

This review paper demonstrates that globalization has profoundly transformed national security by introducing complex,
interconnected, and technology-driven challenges. While globalization enhances cooperation, innovation, and strategic
partnerships, it simultaneously amplifies vulnerabilities related to cyber threats, transnational terrorism, and institutional
coordination. For India, globalization represents a double-edged phenomenon that demands adaptive, technology-
enabled, and collaborative security policies.

Future research should focus on developing integrated empirical models, strengthening interdisciplinary approaches, and
generating India-specific evidence to inform policy formulation. Such efforts are essential to ensure that national
security institutions remain resilient and effective in an increasingly globalized world.
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